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Haw the Lady Beliſane, ſifler. 4A "I Peping 
Was ſolemnly  martied- to.the Emperonr -of.. 
Greece; and how they. <pond towards | 
Conftanainaple, _ 0 off an 


P——_ Here reka: wonhy and, res. 
= nowned King in the famous. 
Kin of' France, called 
=: King Pepin,mho had one on- 

ly -fifter;; whoſe name. was: 
+ -faix-Bed{ant ; - this beautiful 
Lady was no leſs vertuous than comely, nor 
A 2 No 


ages keto be grent- infurre 


| The Famons Hiſtory 
no leſs wiſe than prudent, than both. She 


was deaxly,beloved otall;ſarts.of people athe 


Courtiers toved her for her Clemency,” the 
Gentry loved her for her fidelity, the Com- 
mons loved her for ber fweer behaviour, and 
the poor loved her for her py 
c fanie þf this gallant Lady reſou 

yy through Febk Pridtipal Provin "+ 
France, but through all the whole world ; 
from one-end to the other; fo that to this Las 
dy came man 


to gain het vil in Mapgiage. Amengft 


the reft of \ber noble and AOoore) Luppli- + 


anzs,.came the high and mighty Emperour..of 
Greece, who after many days ſpent in the 
Court of France, achieved the beaureous Las 
dies loye ; and with the conſent of her Bro- 
ther. and.'s . the Nobifity, he took her'to 
wiſe j" where a long and Fpacious time*was 
ſpeat-in" feaſting, and nierriment, co folem- 


- nizetthe Royal and Nuptiat bonds. of 'Ma- 


rrimony, which were made between the Em- 


perourand fair Belbfayd, biffer1 16: F{be King of 


gurcke 
_ *+ 
þ 4 x & 


France. . 


But now betiold what came 19 
ſudden: There came a Poſt ſont 
antinopla, to certifie "the 


a Princely Potentate, hoping, 


oF 
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of Valentine ad Orſon; 


combuſtion in many of his Provinces, ex- 


. | cept his Highneſs'wounjſd be pleaſed to make 


a ſpeedy return to his own Country, thereby 
to pacifiz the outrages of the people, and res 


od The Emperour and his friends having ta- 


ken the matter into their confſider:tion, how 


| chatDiviſions might be a mearis ro taiſe myti- 
nies, and murinies-toraile ſeditions, andſedi- 


tions to: raiſe civil-wars, and thig civil wars. 
might-bring ruine and deftruRion, both on 
himſelfand all his adherentsfor ever : ' There- 
fore he rather chuſing.coforſake his pleaſures 


\. in Frente, than to endanger*the'ruine'of his 


own Kingdom, took leave of his Brother rhe 
King'of Fraxce, andrbe-reft of the Princes 


_ andthe Nobles of his Court; heprepared him- 
| Celf wich his fair Bride, for theirjourriey unto 
their Court at' Conſtantinople. 


Their depariure: cauſed great heavineſs at 
che Court, inſomoch' that 'there was never 
more for owful hearts, grieved minds, and 
weeping eyes than at that zime, for the des 
parture of that modeft and well governed 
Lady, who with her Lord in ſhort ſpace ars - 
rived ar their defired Haven. 


In A 4 | Chap. 


"The hr—_ Hier 


Of the coeds aiſed by the Arch: Prief 
of Conftantinople, againſt the fair Eapreſel, 
Belliſam, 


. | 
O ſaoner was whe Emperour, -and his ; 
f: ir Empreſs. arrived at the Port of 
Conſtantinople, bur  1hey' were entertained 
with as much joy and Sotemnity, as if the | 
Gods themſelves-had deſecnded Loni! Olymro 
ps, to give. welgome for thoſe long lookt for 
Guefts-:.and-for- a _congratulation they 'pre- 
pared all, manner ofdairity fair, all manner of 
rare Muſick, and all ſoris-of rich Ornaments 
fit for their wearing,  : - / 

Many Kings, Princes,” Lords, Ws Ea 
dies came from -'orher.. Countries, [arid Ppre- 
ſcnted many Rich'.and coftly- Gifs ro [the 
royal and, beautiful Empreſs, the Lady Bel. | 
ls/ant ; and bappy were:they that could have + 
much Favour, as; to kifs hers Princely * 

nd... 

But-2s Adorpheza al: F, anus diſtract th 
and troubleth Love fick - perſons, | whether 
they ſleep or wake, ſo doth Fortune and en- 
vy aCt their parts of avelty and tyranny 


eat net ener 
CON 


amongft 


of Valemrine and Orſon. 

2mongſ the chief Monarchs and Princes, 2S 

may appear by thofe Golden Pair of Turtles, 

 theEmperour and his loving te. , Tn hit 

7ſt Court of great Mapnificence there lived 
reſs, Cuppoſed Religious man,' whoſe title . was , 

1 Arch-Pricft,or Arch-Biſhop : bur he proved 

7" bimfelfto-be an Arch-Trairor, as you ſhal! 


his] preſently heart. | 

of This- Arch-Prieſt was 'a great Favourite 
ed to the Emperour, and fo well thought of in 
the | the Emperours Court among' the Nobility, 
wy that whatſoever he faid was a- Law : For if 
or | * there was any one had any buſincſs with 
re- the Emperovr, they could nor;get admittance 


of without the Arch-Prieſts conſent; Which 
Us the Empreſs Belliſarr perceiving, thirikin 

| him to be a juſt and vpriphr man, ofordeT 
2- | himthe like reſpec as others did, and often- 


(X - times in ſecret would reveal her mind unto 
ie | him. So 2 NEE 
b. | Upon # time- it came to paſs, they being 


'e , Al} alone together, he being © filed with luft 
y * and carnal defire, burſt forth in theſe words 
unto He, [0:7 168 ants 
h Moſt beauteous, fair and comely Lady, I 
Cr our humble and devored Servant, with all 
of thereſpeRs belonging co ſuch x noble _perſo- 
y mage as you'tre, defire the grant: of one beon 
E | uae 


The Famous Hiſtory 

unto, which, if you perform, 1, am a liv, 
| ing man ; if you deny,. you are a dead wo- 
man, 

The Lady hearing him ſay ſo, anſwered 
him in this manner ; wal 

Sir, I am as yet but a ranger in thi 
Empire, but yer will | afford yow any thing 
that is mine to pive, ſo far forth as reaſon 
doth require, and ihat my Princely Husband 
gives Way 0. 

Then Madam, quoth he, this it is, I de- 
fire your love; inſomuch that 1 may embrace 
the ſweer and pleaſant enpyments of your 
lore, and co do with you according to my 
will. 

When the Lady heard bim talk; and finding 
him to be luftful minded, ſhe ſpake unzo him 
inthis manner. [5s 

O thou difſembling hypocrite, thou falſe 
and faichleſs tyrant, thou blood-ſucking 
traytor, thoy perjured villaia, how canft 
thou for ſhame ask ſuch a queſtion of me? 


| Didft thou: nor once ſwear tobe true 10, thy 


Lord and Maſter, and wilt thou now go 
about 1ro-ravich his eſpouſed Wife ? Depart 
from me, and for the.faylt choy wauldet 
have commuted ask God forgiveneſs, and 
keep thine own counſel , and I will no on 

cher 
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rnd, 


of Valemine ad Orfon, 
\ ther ſpeak ofir, When the wicked wretch 
had-received his denial, he preſently depart- 
| edrhe Room, vowing to be avenged of the 
Lady : and ſo having laid a platform of miſ- 
chiet in readinefs ro work his deſign, wen 
'4 to the Emperour, and ſpake unto him in this 
fort. | 
O my Noble Lord and Maſter I that have 
been all times well known to your ſelf your 
true and faithful ſervant, and beloved of all 
men for my loyalty to your Highneſs, I am 
now with grief of heart enforced to reveal a 
» | Cecrer unrp- you, which is of great concern- 
ment : and this its, : | 
The Lady Befiſgn: your wife, which you 
thought co be ſu vertuous, chaft, and honeft,. 
.. 1s known and found to be otherwiſe, For 
why, fhe hath conſpired your Death, aced, 
Treafon againſt your perſon, and the Chil: 
which is now,in her, Womb, is of another” 
mzns 'begetting : and therefore, Noble Sir, 
| I'think there is nqbetter courſe to betaken,. 
, thay to fend her away co Frazce,from whence . \ 
' ſhe came, and that ſuddenly and privily, thaz.. , 
| the wr may not take notice of what 'is- | 
one, .. og | 
"When the Emperour had heafd this, 
ftrange Relation, from che falſe diſabling, 
| Fel . ſs 44/4 Ar A 
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Architraitor, his wrath was ſo much infla- 
, med, chat he had' neither the Patlence nor | V 
power r6 forbear, bur preſently, ran intothe le 
Room whece his harmleſs Lady was fitting | 3 
all alone in-her ſolitary. dumps ; So taking p p 
his advantage, ran ftraightways unto her, 
and taking hold of: her bair, pulled her tothe | © 
ground,” beat her on the face. with his Fifts,, | 
and ſtampt upon: her with his feet, inſomuch | f 
that che blocd iſſued out from ber Noſe and 
mouth ſo violently, chat the like was hardly 
ever ſeen. ._. 

But at laſt, when he had tired bimſelf” 
wich abuſing this Lady, he ſtood panting : 
for breach, thinking co have gone to her, | 
2gain, | 
Mean while ſhe was recovered upon her 
Knees . and 2s ſhe was kneeling, ſhe (pake. (9. 
Him ay ying, .-. 

" O my dear Lord, what is the reaſon bar 
withour cauſe you deal thus cruelly with 
nte ? Idefireyou, my good, Lord, to ſpare 
me my life ; if.nor for my own lake , yerlet. 
it be done for the Infants lake which Is IS: 
unborn, 

_ Well quath, the Ecnperemhs I will Mee 
thee thy Life, bu this ſaall beth y doom, 


thou ſhalt for cyer be bagiſhed from my pre 
ſence 


£ m__ p 
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of Valentine and Orſon. 


fla- fence, and be ſent to thy brother in France 
or | with a writing upon thy breaſt, for all thac 
he look on thee to read, how that for thy diſloy- 
ng | alty to thy Husband, for thy Treacherous 

, plots deviſed, and for the aRing the part 
Tr, f of *# Stromper, thoy art baniſhed the Royal 
he Court of Carſt intinople ; and thetefort pre- 
ts, parethy ſelf to night ro be gone to morrew, 


% 
Ms | 


ch * forhere isno lofger time for you ro.abide. 
ly 
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Dn] " Chap. —_ cool! fy 
How the Empreſs Belliſanty being baniſhed by my 


. the Emperour travelled smo France,and the to 
 Frange births of Valentine andPrſpo. .;..; In 
\ 1 OW when morning was come, the: di-| hin 
ſtreſſed Lady Beli/ant was ſer on borſe-| nx; 
back, according to the Emperours command, | mo 
having no other company to go along with | thi 
her, but one man which was her ſervant, and?” 
came out of F:ance' with her. Now mirk | paf 
what happened to them in iheir journey : for | rie, 
the Proverb faith that one Swallow doth not | po: 
make a Summer, neither doth one miſery go | Be: 
by ir lelf. | for 
As they were paſſing through a buge and | 
ſpacicus Forreſt, che Lady found her ſelf | ;; 1 
_ Efevouſly diftreſſed - and being great with. | j;ke 
Child, alighred from her horſe, and ſent-her any 
ſervant to ſeek ſome woman to help her in | wi; 
her extremity, ſhe ſircing the whileft under | ſyc 
the boughs of a tree. The Gentlemen | 25 
with diligence made all the haſte he. could and 
pollivly do, but before. he returned back | fg 
again the Lady was delivered of two Sons;: | con 
of which an ugly ſhe-Bear coming along, | 
ws caught | 


of Valentine ard Orſon; = 

cayght one of them vp, and ran away wich 
him, carrymghimro her Den, to be a prey 
for her young on:s, The Lady purſued the 
Bear to recoyer her ſon, but in vain, ſhe be- 
mp alſo ſv werk; that ſhe could not return 
tothe place where ſhe bad left her other Son. 
In the mean time, the King having that day 
| been on hunting, chanc'd to find him, taking 
+| him up and putring him to nurſe, calling his 
-| name /alentine,, Of whom you ſhall hear 
» | More hereafter, in the ſubquent diſcourſe of 
this Hiſtory, | 

. _ The Bear ( as by providence it. came to 
« | paſs ) never devourcd the child that ſhe car- 
r | ried co-her Den, nor hid her whelps any” 
t | power at all to do it any harm, fothat as the 
> | Bears young ones did ſuck her, the gave fuck 
| to the child alſo; t I ſuch time that ne became 


we Þ 2 7» 


— 


able co ſhift for himſelf. And. when he came 

i© be ofthe age of a man. hz had humane ſence 
Ikg#-man, but h:d not the ſpeech nor uſe of 

any languzge at all, and was all o ergrown 

with Hair like unto a Bear, becauſe he had | 

ſuc t 0i the Bcars milk ; he was alſo as wild 

as any ſavage beaſt thar was in che Foreſt, . 

ang $14 fo many [range exploits, deſtroying c 
ſo many men and, wormcn, that none durſt 

| Come near the place where he was, : 


| The 
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- The other brother was brought up in the 
'Court of France, by the means of King 
Pepin, which was his own Uncle, alkbough 
. unknown jo them doth ; and they. called his 
name Yalentine, and the wilde mans name 


” . 


they called Orfor. 


Van 
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of Valemine and Orſon. * 


Chap: IV. 


How Valentine conquered Orſon, and brought 
him to the Royal Court of bus Uncle King 


Pepin. - ng | 


His Yalentine was of ſuch a Noble and 
XL |; heroick courage, and g-llant bebaviour, 
that he was known.to be the chicteſt and ableſt 
man at, Arms that was in all the noted Courc 
\; Of France, and would encounter. any man that 
{ * came ro, oppoſe, him.  , . - -- - .., 
This Yalentine hearing the ſtrange. reports 
of Orſox, how he overcame and conquer- - 
ed all that ever came near bim, reſolved on 
a time totry his valour, courage and magna- 
_nimity; and venture his life with che wild 
| - man Orſon, not thinking be had been his | 
brother. | | | | | 
And thus being couragiouſly mounted on 
horſeback, (rich and gallanily clad in Armour 
brighr, with a moſt excellent {word by his 
de) he rode to the ſpacious Foreſt, ro find 
out the wild man, which he quickly did ; and 
upon bis. near and ſudden approach, he found 
him \'prepared for the Combate, and rea- 


dy ro encounter him; for indeed Or/on ne- 
RB yer 
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ver went unprovided of his great Weapon, 
which was a mighty Club, made of an Oa- 


ken tree ; with which at the fi | ſalute he | 


gave Valentines Horfe,ſuch a bang on che 
Nofe; that he beat our his brains,, and then 
was Valentine bound io fight for ' his life, for 
. rofily it was in vain, 
Thus was che Combat with great courage 
renewed, and Yalentine:with his ſword and 
Orſon with bis Club. fought a long time, and 
drew much blood of ' ohne another : Pur 


at the laſt -alenrine through '$kill and po- \ 
licy vanquiſhed Or/on, who was far more 


ftronger than himſelf ; and having obtained 
an abſolute conqueſt, immediately after 
brought him bound to the King of France, 
where many ftrange and wonderful atchieve- 


ments were performed by thoſe twa Noble ;. 


brothers. 


Chap. 
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. of yalentine and Orſon, 
, 4 __ Chap, V. 


; ' * Zlow Valentine and Orſon went. to aſſift the 
7 | Duke of Aquitain's where Orſon conquered 
+ the Green Knight. 


T Alentine and Orſon remaining in the 

Y Court, there arrived a mefſenger from 
the Duke of e/£quitain ; who being admitted 
into the Kings preſence, ſaid as followeth ; 
F Moft Mighty King, my Maſter the Duke. of 
"i: ) eAquitain,inireateih your Maj:ifty to commi- 


: ſerateihe ſad condition of him and his' coun- 
: Ity, being invaded by a Pagan, called the 


; Green Knight, upon no another cauſe but tg 
2 | take away his only daughter, the fair La- 
" dy Fezon, whiche hath ſworn to «fect, un- 
, leſs by ſome worthy Chriſtian Knight he be 
vanquiſhed within forty days : many. have 
already adventured againſt him, all which 
he hath overcome, and hanged upon Trees. 
! My mifter therefore humbly craves your Ma- 
 jefties aſſiſtance in this exiremity, The King 
hearing this, promiſed bim aid, and the meſ- 

+ {-nzcr depart: d, = 
' The next day the King, with many hardy 
Knights, amons whom was Valentine, who 
B 2 alſo 
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alſo cauſed Orſon to go with him, being na- 
ked, except an iron Jacker, which Valentine 
had cauſed to be made for him, ſec torward 
towirds Agquitain, where the Duke, enicr- 
rained them as bcfirted ſuch Koyal perſona- 
ges, declaring all the deeds which the Green 
Knight bad - done, and. the co. queſts he had 
made, 

Valentine hearing this, determined to, iry 
the might of this C Champion : : So arming 
himſelf, be rode to his Tent. The Green 
Knight ſeeing him, preſently mounted his 
ſeed, and between them begin a moſt cruel 
Combate, both” giving and receiving may 
wounds ;\ at length the Green Knighe ſag, 
Knight, thy valour cauſeth me to pity thee, 
therefore 1 advile thee to give over * For 
none Can Overcome me but ihe fon of a King 
who never ſuckt the breaſt of a Woman, 
now it thou art ſuch 2 one, thou maiſt over- 
come me, tt not, thy fighting is vain. Not- 


withſtanding Falentme coniinucdihe fight 14! 


4 
by 
it 
e, 


s ” 
x 
4 


: 


mght pared them, and boch 'berook them- } 


feiv:s to reft, 

Valentine conbdering the Green Knighis 
words, and that nimlett had ſuckt the breaſts 
oi a woman, det ermneg to ſend Orſon to try 
his ortuae with the Green Knight; So the 

| | x NEXT 
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of Valentine andOrſon. 


next day Valentine put his armour upon Orſon 
who being mounted, rode to the Green Knight, 
between whom began a moſt fierce combat, . 
Orſon giving him many wounds, which he 


na- | immediately healed with Balſome that he had 


abour him for ihat purpoſe. 

Orſon ſeeing this thought it 10 vain touſe 
bis iword any longer, fich he could heal him- 
ſelf ſo quickly ; and caſting is away,hbe betook 
himſclt to bis Nails, wherewith he ſo rent 
his armour, arid wounded. his flc{h; that he 
was Conftrained to fall. and ſubmic himſelf, 


tothe mercy of the conquerour, The King, 


Valentine, and the Duke being joyful of this | 
viory,went to the Green Knight, who 1M- 
mediately yelinquiſhed all his for mer pre- 
tenſions, conſenting to become a Chriſtian, 
and. be baptized, S» after ſome few days 


' ſpent in mirth and triumph, the King, Ya- 


latine, and all ihe Noble Pecrs of France, {0- 
lemnly rook their leaves of the Duſe, and 
his fair Daughter the Lady Fezen, and re- 
turned again to the Court. 


Chap. 
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_ Chap. VI, 
How the Tredſen of the Arch-Prieſt was Af: 


covered, and bow the Emperowr re-called 
the Lady Belliſant from baniſhment. 


FT Aving thus preſented you with the diſ- | 
loyal proceedings of the Arch trayor, | 
I (ball now return to ſpeak 'of what became 
of him, who ſo perfidioully ſowed the ſeed. | 
of ſedicion berween the {mperour and the | 
Lady Beleſant. Fl 
The Arch-Prieft perſiſting ſtill in this wicked 
quality, always atting and plotting Treafon 
againſt onz or other, he thought ar laſt to 
have been made Emperour himſelf; But it 
cxme to paſs, that by a miraculous means his - 
treachery was found our, and he arraigned | 
| for treaſon, who having the ſentence of 
Death pronounced againſt him, confeſſed, 
That hethad been a moſt horrible forſworn 
and perjured Villzin, and that he had been a 
means to divide the Emperour from his gra- 
cious and faithful Lady, and how that all 
the rhings that were laid to her charge were 
falle, 


This and many other of his faults he 
openly 


, of Valemiine ard Orſon. 


| openly confeſſed before the Emperour and the 
'{ reſt of his Noble Lords : but as the 01d Pro- 
a dif verb (aith, For bis open Confeſſion he bad open 
calle Puniſhment : being adjudged for to ride upon 
| {2 bare ridg'd Horſe, w th his face towards 
5 the Horſe tail, then to be ſet three daigs with 
e dif. | Þis Ears faft nailed to the Pillory, and then bis 
ayor ' body to betaken and thrown into a Canldern of 
2 | boiling | ead, which was a juſt reward for a 
 forſworn Fraytor. And afterwards the Em- . 
[ the | perour ſent for his Queen and ſctled her in 
F pher Royal Throne of dignity again, where 
cked | they lived many happy years 1n joy and tran- 
' quillityz and as for their two valiant Sons, 
fro | Yalentine aud Orſon, they became the braveſt 
—_ men at Arms that ever Chrifendom afforded: 
They conquered Gyants, fubdued Sarazens, 
_ overcame Cities,deſtroyed Caſtles,and fought 
| \ "many famous and renowned battels againſt 
Ted the Enemies of Chr:ftendom, infomuch thar 
? the whole world admired at their couragious 
enterpriſes and fortunate ſucceſs, 


Y FINTS. 


